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such of the inhabitants as have formerly borne the
like office, are to "make and settle a tax, rate, or
assessment, according to a pound rate, to be imposed
or set upon the inhabitants," which rate is to be con-
firmed by two justices. Nothing, except the reference
to custom in the case of the City and Westminster,
is laid down as to the principles on which the
parishioners or inhabitants are to be rated, but there
is a provision in the case of the City that all new
messuages, tenements, and houses shall be likewise
rated, taxed, and assessed, and shall pay proportionably
with others, which is sufficiently suggestive. As to
the strait and inconvenient streets and passages,
the act contains a betterment clause. After giving
certain commissioners power to pull down one side of
the street, it says, " And whereas the houses that shall
remain standing on the other side of the said street
or streets, or behind the said houses that shall be
so pulled down as aforesaid, will receive much advan-
tage in the value of their rents by the liberty of air
and free recourse for trade and other conveniences by
such enlargement, it is also enacted . . . that in case
of refusal or incapacity ... of the owners and
occupiers of the said houses to agree and compound
with the commissioners for the same, thereupon a
jury shall and may be empannelled ... to judge
and assess upon the owners and occupiers of such
houses such competent sum or sums of money or
annual rent, in consideration of such improvement
and renovation, as in reason and good conscience they
shall judge and think fit." The same clause appears
in the act of 1666 (18 & 19 Car. II., c. 8) for rebuilding
London, and is there applicable to all streets which